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For almost 40 years credit for naming this species, now usually placed in the genus 
Hieraaetus, was accorded in publications on Indian birds to ‘de Sparre, 1835’ 
(Blyth 1852, Horsfield & Moore 1854, Hume 1869, 1873), but Sharpe (1874) 
credited the name to Geoffroy St Hil[aire] in ‘Rev. Zool., 1845, pl. 35 (1835)’. Since 
then some writers have followed the earlier authors and others Sharpe. 

In Horsfield & Moore (1854) the name is credited to de Sparre, but confusingly 
their first listed citation referred, using the name Spizaetus Kienerii, to ‘Mag. de 
Zool. (1835) Ois. t. 35. Gervais’! This is the correct journal and plate, but reference 
to the original text page for Plate 35 only identifies the author as ‘GS.’, and this is 
also what is found in the Table Méthodique for the year 1835, 1.e. the index to the 
volume. The plate is also initialled similarly, although labelled Falco Kienerii. The 
generic name Spizaetus was not associated with the species here. So, there is 
nothing therein to firmly identify G S. with either de Sparre, or Gervais, whose 
initials were F. L. P. However, the first page of the Table Méthodique (Fig. 1) is 
instructive. ‘G.S.’ appears twice and Gervais is listed as the author of four other 
species (depicted in Plates 41-44). Despite the different attributions, Gervais was 
cited as the author by Lesson (1843), Kaup (1848) and Schlegel (1862), as well as 
elsewhere. 

In part, Sharpe’s citation seems no more than a simple error, mistaking Rev. 
Zool. for Mag. de Zool. Presumably Sharpe did not see the Table Méthodique and 
deduced the authorship logically from the initials, although it is possible that Sharpe 
was not the first to do so. However, reference to the same page in the Table 
Méthodique, page iv, for the year 1835, shows that Melogale fusca (Plate 16 in 
Classe 1: Mammifères) is credited to ‘Is[adore] Geoffroy’ and Hyena fusca (Plate 
17 in Classe 1: Mammifères) to ‘Geoffroy St-H.’. These two usages may be a well- 
understood way to distinguish the young Isadore from his well-known father 
Etienne, but a third abbreviated form is used on page v, ‘Geoff. St.H.’, which is 
probably Etienne again. Whichever of this distinguished family of French 
naturalists could have been involved, it seems most unlikely that ‘GS.’ would have 
been used for one of them, and one may reasonably conclude that Sharpe erred in 
his attribution. 

Baker (1928) did not follow Sharpe’s opinion, reverting to de Sparre, probably 
because Blanford & Oates (1895), whose Fauna of British India Baker was 
updating, had not followed Sharpe. Peters (1931) cited the right publication and 
gave the author as ‘GS. [= E. Geoffroy] bringing in the father of Isadore. But 
Whistler & Kinnear (1936) used Sparre and Ali & Whistler (1943) de Sparre, as did 
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TABLE MÉTHODIQUE 


DES ESPÈCES ET DES GENRES DECRITS OU INDIQUES ' 
DANS L'ANNÉE 1835. 


i'e Classe. — MAMMIFERES. 


Notice. PI. 

MaLocaLex fusca. Is. Georrroy. XVI 16 

Hyrewa fusca. Geoffroy St-H. XVIL 17 
2° Classe. — OISEAUX. 

Astun Kienerii, G. S. XXXV. 35 

Timata hypoleuca. Franklin. XXXIX et XL. 39 

— hyperythra. Franklin. id. 4o 

—  chatarea. Franklin. id. » 

— Horsfield. W. Jardine id. » 

— Malcolmi. Sykes. id. » 

— Somervillei. Sykes. id. 3 

Procus fringilloides, De LAFRESNAYE. XLVIII 48 

Faincitia Cube. Gervais. XLIV. 44 

Pica mystacalis. G. 5. XXXIV. 34 

Preovartzs zonatus. Lesson. XLVI ct XLVI. » 

— scolopaceus. Spix, id, 46 

— brunneicapillus. Ds Larresnave. id. 47 

Oanysmya Ricordii g”. Gervais, XLI et XLII. 41 

== id. A. id. id, 42 

—  cinnamomes. Gervais. XLII. 43 

Gmel. XXXVIIL 38 


Buceros galeatus. 


! Les noms des espèces décrites sont en caractères romains ; ceux des 
espèces seulement indiquées sont en italique. Les genres nouveaux sont pré- 
cédés d'un astérisque. Le chiffre romain indique le numéro placé en tête 
de chaque page de la notice ; le chiffre arabe , celui de la planche, — Le 
nom de l’auteur qui a nommé l'espèce est en petites capitales, seulement 


quand il est l'auteur de la notice. 


Figure 1. First page of the contents list for the 1835 volume of the Magasin de Zoologie, from a copy in 
the NHM Library, reproduced with permission. 
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Swann & Wetmore (1945). Since then, Smythies (1953), Ripley (1961, 1982) and 
Wells (1999) followed Peters (1931). Stresemann & Amadon (1979) did not follow 
Peters in plumping for Etienne Geoffroy St Hilaire and reverted to the non-specific 
“G. S. = Geoffroy St Hilaire’. and were followed by White & Bruce (1986). After a 
fruitless search for evidence (none of the authors cited above seems to have 
provided his rationale). Dickinson (2003) reverted to the identification used by 
Peters (1931) on the grounds that Isadore (1805-61) was more probable than 
Etienne (1772-1844). 

Further evidence has finally been located. In 1839 an index (Table Méthodique) 
was compiled for the Magasin de Zoologie for the years 1831-38. This journal is 
most often bound by year (with the 1831-38 index no doubt usually bound in the 
1838 volume). but was arranged in grouped pages by ‘Classe’ after the teaching of 
Cuvier. In one of the sets held in the Natural History Museum, South Kensington 
(Zoology Library; shelf mark ZS 940) the early parts are not bound by year, but 
with a volume for one ‘Classe’ or more, and in this set the index is not bound in the 
volume for Classe 2: Oiseaux, making it entirely understandable that the index has 
been overlooked. However, the index was located in one of the other contemporary 
volumes and therein Astur Kienerii is clearly linked to de Sparre. 

Subsequently, I stumbled upon the footnote in Legge (1878), who made the 
same point as I have here concerning the usage of Geoffroy St Hilaire’s name and 
also noted that ‘in the Roy. Soc. Catalogue, vol. V’ this is ‘referred to as written by 
G. Sparre; and in all probability, this is the correct determination of the authorship’. 

This rediscovered evidence, presumably originating from Guérin-Méneville, the 
publisher. and thus authoritative. completes the case for accepting Comte L. E.G 
de Sparre (c.1800-54 or later: see Wynne 1966) as the author. G S. had always 
seemed unlikely to translate to either Gervais or Geoffroy St Hilaire due to the 
evidence against this in the 1835 index. 
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